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Anthology of African Christianity highlights the faith is growing the fastest
In the African Continent

Paris, Washington DC, Zanzibar, 16.02.2017, 18:22 Time

USPA NEWS - Christianity is growing faster in Africa than anywhere else in the world says Rev. Fr Dr Lawrence Iwuamadi, Professor
of Ecumenical Biblical Hermeneutics at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey.He was the convener of a discussion on the Anthology of
African Christianity held by World Council of Church

Christianity is growing faster in Africa than anywhere else in the world says Rev. Fr Dr Lawrence Iwuamadi, Professor of Ecumenical
Biblical Hermeneutics at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey.
He was the convener of a discussion on the Anthology of African Christianity held by the World Council of Churches (WCC) on 15
February with a panel of experts at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva.

“It is said that in the next four years a quarter of the world´s Christians will be living in Africa,“� said Iwuamadi, “and that is why the
anthology is so timely, as well as the 1,400-page book being an invaluable historical and analytical resource“�.

Its 160 essays address, with 30 regional and denominational surveys, along with 50 national surveys, the contemporary social and
political issues facing Christians on the continent.

“Education was the most important factor in the spread of Christianity in Africa,“� Iwuamadi added.

The book also looks at the role of women in the church in Africa where they form the backbone of Christianity.

Anthology of African Christianity is edited by Isabel Apawo Phiri and Dietrich Werner, Chammah Kaunda and Kennedy Owino and is
published by Regnum Studies in Global Christianity, 2016.

Phiri is the World Council of Churches deputy general secretary for Public Witness and Diakonia. Werner, a former WCC staff member
is Senior Theological Advisor for Bread for the World.

“This is a tool for informed ecumenism,“� said Werner. “Ecumenism will have a future only if it is informed ecumenism. We have so
many common declarations but have so little of accurate knowledge on contemporary Christianity.“�

Bringing together regions

“We wanted to bring together regional survey articles on contemporary (21st century) African Christianity and churches in Northern
Africa, Western Africa, Eastern Africa and Southern Africa,“� said Phiri.

In an answer to a question Phiri said, “The theology of African Christianity is influenced by its social context. What are the signs of our
times in Africa that we should be responding to?“�

She noted human sexuality is a big issue “dividing churches“� across denominations and between partners from the global south and
the global north, and within the families.

“Now that you have to talk about them, it is becoming divisive. Signs of our times are essential in influencing the content of our
theology,“� said Phiri. She explained, “The aim of the book is to look at how Africans look at their own faith. It is deeply rooted“¦. It is
not artificial Christianity“¦. It is Christianity that makes me who I am in every aspect of my life. Christianity is an African religion. People
look at Christianity as defining who they are,“� said Phiri, a Malawian who was a university professor in South Africa.
Werner observed, “There are several tasks after the production of this books. We need to create a network of research institutions,
and of networks doing business ethics“¦We also have to invent an African scholarship fund.“�

“˜Needed for governments and the United Nations´



The knowledge about Christianity is needed for governments, and the United Nations is “crying out“� to work with faith-based
organizations (FBOs), said Werner.

“We need good knowledge“� to aid many endeavours including intercontinental dialogue.

In answer to a question he said, “There is no network of African Christian entrepreneurs, as far as I know, and we have not seen
developed African Christian business ethics, although in Nigeria and Ghana there are some beginnings of associations of Christian
businesses.“�

Rev. Dr Benjamin Simon, Professor of Ecumenical Missiology at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, described the anthology as a
wonderful “bouquet of flowers“�.

He spoke about the chapter on African Christianity and Ecumenism.

“With its 20 articles from famous theologians from African backgrounds, this chapter could have been a book of its own and still being
a bouquet of flowers as it contains a variety of positions and opinions as well as perspectives and viewpoints,“� said Simon.

At the beginning, Christian denominations acted very ecumenically, he postulated.

“Unfortunately, with the “˜passing of time, this co-operation turned into conflict´ as the missionaries became more dependent on their
nations of origin and competed therefore for converts.

Nevertheless, Werner said, James Amaze stresses the fact that at the beginning of the 20th century many attempts at Church unity
were underway. Simon said in the mid-20th century and even earlier a number of national church councils were created.

Role of Christian councils

“Agnes Abuom, the president of WCC, concludes in her outstanding contribution that “˜Christian Councils have a place and role in
African Christianity“¦enabling internalization of Christianity as an African faith´.“�

“We have many churches of the African diaspora all over the world,“� said Simon citing America and Europe. Many of their members
were born in a foreign country and then transformed through the generations of their members providing an area where research
needs to be done.

André Karamaga writes in the chapter about two contradicting faces of African Christianity ““ the growth in number and the vibrant
spirituality and the confusion between ethnic groups and Christian denominations.

Rev. Henry Mbaya, Senior Lecturer in Missiology at South Africa´s University of Stellenbosch highlighted at the WCC gathering how
denominationalism and ecumenism have defined African Christianity in the modern period.

“Colonialism is a critical factor in trying to understand denominationalism and ecumenism on the African continent. As we all know the
Reformation in Europe (500 years this year) was a political as much as a religious factor,“� said Mbaya.

He noted that as politics and Christianity interfaced in mapping Europe in the 16th century, in the 19th century Africa came under the
impact of Western denominationalism.

“Western Missionary Christianity imported to Africa every blend and brand of Christianity. Soon after the arrival of the missionaries,
Africa was like a supermarket where any African choose from in this one basket, what to get: Roman Christianity, Canterbury, Geneva,
and Berlin.“�

He described the most unfortunate legacy of active collaboration between colonial order and missionaries was Rwanda´s genocide.

“There religious and political ideologies divided the Hutus and the Tutsis which led to the Genocide. From this perspective, missions
could be said to have been viewed as proxies for those spheres of colonial government responsibilities.“�



Distributed by APO on behalf of World Council of Churches (WCC).
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